It’s the Holiday season, and what better way to get in the spirit than to start crafting! As the seasons start to
change, most of the leaves and seeds have fallen off the trees. This is a great time to get outside and see
how many different types of leaves and seeds you can find and collect. Whether you are on a nature walk in
the park, or out in your neighborhood, start looking for items that catch your eye, and gather them to use for
different craft ideas! In this tutorial, to get ready for thanksgiving, we will go over how to create a turkey
using a pinecone, leaves, and some different seeds!

Supplies Needed:
•

Pine cone

•

Acorns/acorn caps (googly eyes work too)

•

Leaves

•

Scissors

•

Hot glue gun or Craft/Wood glue

•

Construction paper or felt

•

Other seeds you may find to make a beak

Turkey Craft
Step One: Take your pinecone and position it
so the narrow side is up. Grab two acorn caps,
or small acorns, and glue them near the top of
the pinecone.
Next, if you can find a seed that has a husk, like
a hickory seed, it is easy to break off a piece in
the shape of a triangle for the beak. If you cannot find a seed to use as a beak, no problem!
Cut a triangle out of felt or construction paper
and glue right under the eyes.

Step Two: Size up the bottom of your pinecone, and cut out turkey feet using construction paper or felt. Turkeys have very powerful
feet, so if you want to make them bigger, go
for it!
Don’t forget to cut out a piece for the turkey’s wattle! This is the fleshy growth that
grows under the turkey’s throat and makes
them look very distinct.

Step Three: Once you have cut out your
turkey’s feet and wattle, glue them onto the
pinecone. The wattle will go right beside or
underneath the beak.

Step Four: Gather your leaves that
you have found and overlap them to
make them look nice and full. Here, I
have used maple leaves and glued
them together. I found that it is easiest to press the leaves for at least 24
hours before trying to glue them to
the pinecone.

Step Five: Once you have pressed your
leaves and arranged them together to make
a nice full tail, glue them to the back of the
pinecone.
Let the craft dry for 20-30 minutes, and
then your turkey pinecone will be complete!

Just like that, pinecones, seeds,
and leaves can be turned into a
creative turkey. What other
animals can your imagination
create?
Pictured to the left, I also made a
pinecone owl by following the
steps above and using two simple
leaves as its wings.
I hope this inspires you to make a
few pinecone animals!

Have a great Thanksgiving!

